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WA COUNTRY HEALTH OPERATIONAL PLAN — ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE 

4269. Hon Adele Farina to the Minister for Mental Health representing the Minister for Health 

I refer to the Western Australia Country Health Operational (WACHS) Plan 2010-11, in particular Action 5, and 
ask — 

(1) What progress has been made on developing a WACHS Plan for Drug and Alcohol 2010-2014? 

(2) Will the Minister table the plan? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) What progress has been made on developing a WACHS Plan for Mental Health including mental health 
promotion and an integrated service delivery model for drug and alcohol and mental health disorders? 

(5) Will the Minister table the plan and the integrated service delivery model? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

(1) The overarching framework for the plan has been developed based on a number of guiding state and 
national plans. In the coming weeks each WA Country Health Service (WACHS) region will be 
required to populate their section of the plan outlining how they plan to address drug and alcohol issues 
in their region. The plan will be released in line with the release of the Drug and Alcohol Interagency 
Strategic Framework for Western Australia 2011 — 2015. 

(2) No. 

(3) The plan will not be tabled in parliament as it is embedded in the performance agreement between the 
WACHS Chief Executive Officer and the Director General. 

(4) The WACHS Operational Plan 2010-2011 Action 5 is: "Link Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health 
Services and Strengthen Prevention and Mental Health Promotion".  

As Drug and Alcohol services are not delivered wholly by public health services any move towards 
integration requires strong linkages with a range of service providers and training of staff across sectors. 
WACHS has developed a draft position paper that when finalised will guide service development across 
the continuum of care to promote a "no-wrong door" approach for people experiencing mental health 
and/or drug and alcohol problems. That is that they will receive appropriate assessment and direction 
towards treatment services regardless of where they present for help. This approach is consistent with 
National and State priorities and development and implementation is in various stages across the 
regions. 

(5) No. 

(6) The plan will not be tabled in parliament as it is embedded in the performance agreement between the 
WACHS Chief Executive Officer and the Director General.  

 


